





November 15 My Iman
Montessori Pre-School Open
House (Sunday)

The New My Iman Montessori
Preschool invites you and your
family to an open house on
Sunday, November 15th at 2:30pm
in the Islamic Center lecture hall.

November 23 Inter Religious
Council Annual Thanksgiving
Service

Our community is invited and
encouraged to attend this annual
service to represent Islam with

CALEDAR(Continued)

other brothers and sisters and
to show and share our commit-
ment to a strong faith based
Cedar Rapids/lowa City corridor
community.

Monday November 23
7:00 p.m.
Mt Mercy College Chapel of
Mercy
1330 Elmhurst Drive
Cedar Rapids, lowa

EID AL ADHA

WWw.crmosque.com

There will be readings and reci-
tations from 10 faith traditions,
including Baha'i, Buddhist,
Christian, Hindu, Jewish, Muslim,
Native American, Orthodox
Christian, Unitarian Universalist
and Unity.

Please bring non-perishable food
items or canned goods for the
Linn Community Food Bank. The
monetary offering will also benefit
the Food Bank. Join us for free
refreshments after the service.

The ICCR will follow ISNA for the
date of Eid Al Adha which is
expected be around Thanksgiving
weekend. We'll monitor what is
announced on ISNA’s website.

Takbir will begin at 8:30am and the Eid
prayer and Khutba will begin promptly
at 9:00am. Please bring your own
prayer rugs to use in the gym as we did
for Eid Al Fitr.

Light breakfast items will be served
following the prayer in the Social Hall.

A catered Eid celebration dinner
will held Saturday December 5 at
6:00pm. The menu and ticket prices
will be announced at a later date.

If you would like to advertise your
local business in the ICCR newsletter
or the website, please submit your
business info (company name, type
of service, address and phone/fax/
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NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING

website/email) which we can insert in
a business card size.

Send your file attachment to
info@crmosque.com.

Prices are $25.00 per newsletter issue
(approximately a minimum of 4 sea-
sonal issues per year) and $100.00 per
year for the website.

AMERICAN CLASS TAXI

CALL 363-TAXI (363-8294)

Get a Safe & Clean Taxi Ride with
Female Drivers available for our Sisters!
Low Out of Town Rates

Driver Wanted... Good Income!
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COMMITTEE UPDATES

Please see the ICCR website for Committee descriptions

Membership Committee

Please be sure to pay your annual membership dues for
2009-2010 in full or in installments. Mark your check(s)
to state that the payment(s) is specifically for 2009/2010
membership dues. If you pay by cash, please also indi-
cate your intention on paper and deliver them directly to
Ovais Ahmed in person.

Social Services

The Social Services committee continues to do an excel-
lent job of supporting food and refreshments during

Eid celebrations, potluck dinners and visiting speaker
events. They are always working hard behind the scenes.
Al Hemdullilah for these wonderful sisters and brothers.
We strongly ask everyone to help them with our events
whether you are a formal committee member or not. It's
our duty to help support all aspects of our Masjid.
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Public Relations

The Public Relations committee is pleased to continue
bringing you this newly formatted newsletter on a
quarterly/seasonal basis and to including as much
important and relevant news to our community here
and by email. Please offer your feedback and future
articles or other submittals to us via the ICCR website
at info@crmosque.com and watch for the completely
remodeled website coming soon.
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Footsteps of Shaytaan

Allah (swt) says in the Holy Quran in Surah Noor (V21), “O You who believe follow not the
footsteps of shaytaan and whosoever follows the footsteps of shaytaan then verily he
commands Al-Fahsaa and Al-Munkar”. Al- Fahshaa is illegal sexual intercourse. Al-Munkar
means to do evil and wicked deeds, or to speak or do what is forbidden in Islam. Had it not been
from the grace of Allah and His Mercy on you, not on of you would ever have been pure from
sins. But Allah purifies whom he wills and Allah is All-Hearer and All-Knower.”

Three weeks ago the Imam started with this ayaah to remind the community and himself about
the footsteps of shaytaan. Shaytaan, he is the one whom Allah (swt) gave respite till the day of
resurrection to mislead the offspring of Adam (as) according what Allah says “By Your Might,
then | will surely mislead them all except your chosen slaves amongst them.” In Surah Al-Araaf
(V16-17) Shaytaan challenges Allah, “because you have sent me astray surely | will sit and wait
against them on your straight path. Then | will come to them from before them and behind them
and before their right and from their left and you will not find most of them as thankful ones.”
There is an important ayah in Surah Al-Isra, which tells us that Shaytaan has the strength and
also the permission from Allah (swt) to mislead all of the people except the pious of them. Allah
(swt) says, “Go and whoever of them follows you surely he will be the recompense of you, an
ample recompense. Then befall them gradually those whom you can among them with your
voice, and make assaults with your cavalry and your inventory and share with them wealth and
children and make promises to them. But shaytaan promises them nothing but deceit. Verily my
servants you have no authority over them and All-Sufficent is you Lord and guardian over them.”

There is no power or authority from shaytaan against the servants of Allah and al-mukhlaseen
(the honest and pure servant). Even prophet Muhammad (saw) had a shaytaan called Qareen
encourage him to do something bad but Allah (swt) gave Prophet Muhammad (saw) the ability
to guide his Qareen to Islam such that he would only command him towards good. And, second
is Isa (as) when his grandmother prayed for his mother and her offspring to protect them from
shaytaan then the Prophet Muhammad (saw) said about that “No child was ever born unless
shaytaan would touch him at the time of birth and he would scream except Isa bint Maryam
because his grandmother prayed for him.” From this point and from the other hadeeth a Muslim
should seek refuge with Allah to protect him from shaytaan when he starts to recite Quran,
when he enters his home, at the time of argument, sleeps with his wife. This is the only dua that
Shaytaan runs away from when he hears it. Al-Bukhari narrated that Sulaiman Ibn Sard says,
“while | was sitting in the company of the Prophet (saw), two men abused each other and the
face of one of them became red with anger on that the prophet Muhammad (saw) said, | know a
phrase the saying of which will cause him to relax if he does say it ‘| seek refuge with Allah from
Shaytaan™. We advise husband and wife to remember this phrase if there happens to be any
misconception between them. | encourage both of them to remember this phrase and seek
refuge from shaytaan. Allah's mercy and peace will be upon them.



The second hadeeth, “Ash-Shaytaan runs in your veins like your blood. Close the gate against
him. They asked how, he said, By Allah's remembrance.” The prophet (saw) said, as reported
by Jabir, “When night befalls then keep your children close to you for the devils spread out then.
An hour later you can let them free. And, close the gates of your house, and mention Allah's
name and cover utensils and mentions Allah's name and turn your light off and mention Allah's
name.” That means you have to remember Allah with everything you do in your home to get
your shaytaan out of your life.

From the footsteps of shaytaan is that the shaytaan tries to take you out from your belief when
he comes to one of you and he says who created so and so and who created this and that, till
he says to you who has created your Lord. So when he inspires such a question one should
seek refuge with Allah and give up such thoughts. Shaytaan also promises you poverty and
commands you Al-fahshaa but Allah (swt) promises you forgiveness and his bounty. For
example, a Muslim delays his zakaat and he doesn’t care about it and he thinks when he pays
his tax that will be more than enough and he forget the right of Allah about his money. It is easy
for him to spend his money for gambling and alcohol but it is not easy for him to spend his
money to please Allah and to help his brothers and sisters. | am concerned a lot about Muslims
here in West when they pay tax they put everything on paper, dollars and cents, but when he
gives Allah's right he doesn’t care about that how much he earns, saves or spends. Do those
people think that they would not meet Allah that day when He will ask them about their money? |
have to remind those people by the message of Allah when he says, “O you believe let don’t
your properties and children divert you from the remembrance of Allah and whosoever does that
then they are the loser.”

We will, InshaAllah, try to continue on the topic of the footsteps of shaytaan in a future
newsletter.

Dr. Ahmad Nabhan
Imam ICCR



